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SENATOR MOREHEAD: Well, Senator Nelson, maybe quality, it would
be easier to justify to the citizens of the State of Nebraska.

SENATOR N E LSON : Th ank y ou, Senator Morehead. I, to o , as an
outstate senator support this proposal. It is not o nly Omaha
and Lincoln. We hav e a very, very fine Arts Council in Grand
Island. A couple of years ago I was privileged to go to Ord ,
Nebraska, Burwell, Nebraska, and I'm just exactly like Senator
J ohnson, it is not an issue just of Omaha and Lincoln and we d o
need some arts outstate and we do appreciate the arts. So I
think it's a good amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th ank y ou . Se nat o r Moo r e .

SENATOR MOORE: Mr . Sp eaker, m e mbers o f the body , I, like
Senator Scofield, r ise reluctantly to oppose Senator Morehead
and Senator Rod Johnson's amendment. I must confess that at the
committee hearing on this particular item, th e Neb raska A rts
Council and t h e people that support the arts in the state made
some very go o d arg uments a nd , ind eed, t he y garne red by
sympathetic ear, but obviously, not sympathetic enough and there
is a couple of reasons for that. You know, Senator Morehead has
stated we need to do more in the arts and I guess I want to
point out as Senator Scofield has alr eady p o inted ou t , we ' re
doing some things f or the arts. For those of you that don' t
know, the total General Fund arts budget, t otal G eneral Fund
arts budget r ight now is $718,000. If you adopt the Morehead
amendment, it's up to $918,000. If you adopt the Morehead
amendment, that would mean that the Arts Council's General Fund
budget for th e last fi ve years will, the growth wil l be
90 percent i n the l ast five years. Now I think in tough times
we' ve treated the arts well. It is my hope that...it's one of
those t h ings that I'm sure we' ll hear more of. T here is always
next year. Hopefully, maybe next year we can find some room for
something like this, but the fact of the matter is in the la st
five years, as I have stated, tha t ar t s budget has grown
90 percent and I think something that should not be fo rgotten
that 90 percent gr owth in the General Fund Arts Council budget
has been accompanied by a sizeable expenditure by the s tate, a
few million d o llars in state funds, in my understanding, with
the Lied Center for Performing Arts here in Lincoln. And so we
have...we' ve not maybe done as totally a good a job as some of
us would like for appropriating funds for the arts, but I d on' t
think at this poin t in tim e Senator Morehead's amendment is
something that I personally can support.
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